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DOCUMENTS CONCERNING REV. SAMUEL 
THOMAS, 1702-1707. 

[In Vol. IV. of this magazine eight letters, written be- 
tween August, 1702, and April, 1706, inclusive, by Rev. 
Samuel Thomas, first missionary to South Carolina from tlie 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
to officers of the Societs', were published. The local history 
contained in those letters is considerably augmented by the 
following copies of sucli additional records concerning Mr. 
Thomas as are to be found among the records of the Society 
and in the British Public Record Office. The copying of 
these records was done by the late W. Noel Sainsbury, of 
the British Public Record OfKce, for Hon. John P. Thomas, 
Jr., of Columbia, S. C] 

[extkacts from the .journals.] 
[June 19, 1702, paragraphs 15, 16.] 

resolved that Mf Samuel Thomas doe attend the above- 
said Committee with his testimonial! letters in order to be 
sent to South Carolina, and in case tlie Lord Bishop of Lon- 
don and the said Committee t)e satisfied in the (]nalificatioris 
of the said Mf Thomas 

Resolved that this Society will allow him the yearly sum of 
fifty pounds to be continued for three years next ensuing 
over and above the Queen's tjounty of twenty pounds. 

[June -H'), 1702, paragraphs 25, 26.] 

Ordered that M^ Samuel Thomas doe attend the said Com- 
mittee 

Resolved that tenn pounds be given to the said Mf Thomas 
to be layd out in stuffs for the use of the wild Indians of 
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those parts of Sontli Carolina where the said Mf Thomas i.s 
to reside. ' 

[July 3, 1702, paragraphs 7, S, 12, 1 4.]- 

The report of the Committee relating to Mf Tliomas being 
read 

Agreed that the books subscribed by sevcrall Gentlemen in 
Suffolk for the use of a Missionary in the West Indies to the 
value of £14. be given to Mf Thomas who is going to South 
Carolina, and the £13. subscribed in money by the same per- 
sons be also delivered to the said Mf Thomas he giving the 
Society credit for the same out of the Queen's Eonnty 
money. 

The Treasurer reported that the £10. given to Mf Thomas 
for the buying some stuffs to cloathe the wild Indians had 
been paid according to order. 

Resolved that the snmme of twenty pounds be given to Mf 
Thomas for his farther encouragement. 

[August 21, 1702, paragraphs 1,2.] 

A letter read from Mf Samuell Thouias now at rye com- 
plaining of his misfortunes and ill usage of the Master of the 
Ship in which he goes *o South Carolina.^ 
Resolved that the summe of twenty pounds be immediately 
remitted to the said Mf Samuell Thomas by Mf Hodges 
one of the Treasurers to the Society and in such manner as 
he shall think most proper. 

[September 18, ]702, paragraphs 3, 4.] 

Mf Hodges acquainted the Society that he had according to 

order remitted the sum of £20. to Mf Thomas. 

A letter was read from the said M' Thomas dated the 



1 See pp. 280-281 of Vol. IV. of this magazine. 

2 See Vol. IV^. of this magazine, pp. 221-223. 
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15'}' iiistant at Plymouth complaining of the ill usage of Ihe 
Master of the ship and of his going in another hound for 
Virginia 

[April I'j, 1703, paragraph 11.] 

The report of the Committee about Mf Edward Marston's 
letter to Dl Bray relating to M^ Thomas one ot the So- 
cietys' Missionarys to South Carolina having been read 
Eesolved that it be a standing order of this Society that if 
any Minister sent over to the Plantations with an allowance 
from this Society to any particular place shall fix himself in 
any other place by the direction of the respective Governor 
or otherwise this Society will not continue the allowance to 
the said Minister until the said change shall be approved of 
by the Society. 

[June 18, 1703, paragraph 18.] 

A letter from Mf Samuell Thomas in Carolina dated 29. 
January 1702 to Df Woodward ^ excusing his going among 
the Indians and praying the Society to continue him in the 
place where he now is &c. together with a bill of £20. drawn 
upon the Society and pay-able to M! Burkit as part of his sal- 
ary and desiring £10. more which will compleat his first years 
sallary. 

Ordered that the Treasurer do pay the said £20. to 
Mf Burkitt and £10. more to the said Mf Thomas in full of 
his first year's allowance. 

[October 1.5, 1703, paragraphs <>, 7.] 

A letter from M^ Robert Stephens of Goose creek in Caro- 
lina to the Lord Bishop of London was read giving an ac- 
count of Mf Thomas' arrivall in those parts as also a very 
gof)d character of him. 
3 Vol. IV., pp. 225-227. 
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Ordered that the Secretary do write to tlio said M;^ Tliomas 
to know what provision is made for him by the Governor of 
Carolina. 

[August 18, 1704, paragraph 17.] 

A letter from Mf Thomas of Carolina to D^ "Woodward 
dated lO^j' of Maich 170| * being offered to the Society, it 
is ordered that it be referred to the Committee to consider 
how far it is fitting for the Society to continue the allowance 
of the said M! Thomas he being in the service of Sir Na- 
thaniel Johnson and wholly supported by him. 

rOctober 20, 1704, paragraph 1.] 

A letter from Sir Nathaniel Johnson to the Lord Bishop of 
London relating to Mf Samuel Thomas was read as also 
another from his Lordship to Mf Stubbs, agreed that this 
matter be further considered when his Lordship shall next 
attend. 

[September 21, 1705, paragraphs 7, 8.] 

Df Woodwaid acquainting the Society that Mf Samuel 
Thomas one of the Societys' Missionaries in South Carolina 
attended at the door, he was called in, and laid before the 
Board the testimonials of Sir Nathaniel Johnson Governor of 
Carolina, and a letter from the said Governor and Council to 
the Lord Bishop of London which were read; the said 
Mf Thomas informed the Society that Colonel Nicholson the 
late Governor of Virginia had given thirty guineas to be laid 
out in books for six Parishes in South Carolina and £20. more 
to be distributed amongst the Ministers that shall go over to 
the said six Parishes. 
A Motion being made tliat the salary of the third year due to 

4Vol. IV., pp. 278-281. 
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the said Mf Thoinas may 'be paid to him. Agreed that this 
matter be farther considered at the next meeting when the 
Lord Archbishop of Canterbury shall be present. 

[October 19, 1705, paragraph 2.] 

Ordered that the case of M'' Samuell Thomas be adjonrned 
till the next Meeting of the Society, and that the said M^ 
Thomas have notice to attend at the same time. 

[November 16, 1705, paragraph 2.] 

Mf Samuel Thomas attending according to order was called 
in and gave the Society an account how he was supported in 
Carolina whilst he was with Sir Nathaniel Johnson and it 
appearing that Ihe said M5 Thomas had had but a mean al- 
lowance from Sir Nathaniel and the Inhabitants of Carolina 
and that he had deserved well from the Society ^ ordered that 
the third years allowance amounting to fifty pounds l)e paid 
to the said M! Thomas. 

[December 21, 1T05, paragraphs 4, 5, 6.] 

The Minute relating of the last Meeting relating to Mf Sam- 
uel Thomas being read, the Secretary reported that the 
said gentleman had attended the last meeting of the Com- 
mittee and laid before them a Memorial of the state of the 
Church in South Carolina which having been considered by 
tliem, it was agreed to move the Society that the said Me- 
morial might be read at the next general Meeting, and the 
said Mr Thomas attending was called in, and gave the So- 
ciety an account of the substance of the above mentioned 
Memorial, Ordered that the farther consideration of the 
si* Memorial be referred to the Committee. 

Agreed that the sum of fifty pounds ^ annnm dnring 
three years be allowed to the said Mf Thomas upon coudi- 
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tion that the said Mf Thomas do continue in the same place 
and upon the same foot he is in at present and that his 
H*^ allowance do commence from the time that his last Mis- 
sion expired and that the sum of £15. be farther allowed 
towards the charge of transporting himself and family to- 
gether with the usual allowance of £10. 5. for a Library and 
for small books. 

The said M[ Thomas acquainting the Society with the great 
abase of employing the Negroes and other Slaves in their 
usual labours on the Lord's day. Ordered that ihe Secre- 
tary do lay the same before the Lord Bishop of London, and 
ask his Lordship's advice, for the remedying the said great 
abuse. 

[January 18, 1706, paragraph 7.] 

The Secretary reported from the Committee of the 7''! in- 
stant to whom M' Thomas his Memorial was referred, that 
they had considered of the same and agreed to represent to 
the Society that the said Memorial is a very full and satis- 
factory account of the state of the Church in S. Carolina, 
and to move that the s^_ Memorial be registred among the 
rest of the Society's Papers for the perusal and information 
of such Members as have not seen it. the Society agreed with 
the Oomittee in the s^ Report. 

[February 15, 1706, paragraph 11.] 

The Secretary also reported from the said Committee, that 
M^ Thomas having informed them of a clause in a late Act 
of the General Assembly in South Carolina past the A^^ 
Nov^ 1704 entitled An Act for the establishment of re- 
ligious worship &c. importing that the Rectors or Ministers 
shall be removable by authority of certain Commissioners or 
the major part of them upon complaint made by the Inhab- 
itants &G. the Committee were of opinion that the Min- 
isters of that Province will be too much subjected to the 
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pleasure of the People, and that they therefore agreed to 
reeoiuniend this matter to the wisdom of the Lord Arch- 
bishop of Cauterburv and Lord Bishop of London to take 
such care therein as they shall think proper. Also that 
Mf Thomas liad farther acquainted them that the Governor, 
the Majority of the Council and several of the Assembly 
in S. Carolina did assure him, that if the Lord Eisliop of 
London would be pleased at any time to send over a Com- 
missary or Superintendent of the Clergy they would be will- 
ing to give their consent for the repealing the aforesaid 
clause, and that he the said Mf Thomas having also attended 
the Ijords Proprietors of Soutli Carolina at their last Meet- 
ing, the major part of their Lordships did declaie that they 
have already recommended to the Government of South 
Carolina the repealing the said clause of the aforesaid Act. 
The Society being informed that the said Mf Thomas at- 
tended without, he was called in, and discoursed in relation 
to the abovetnentioned matters and several paragraphs of a 
printed Pamphlet containing several copies of Acts of As- 
sembly, Charters, Letters &c in South Carolina were read, 
as also several clauses in an authentic Copy of the abovemen- 
tioned Act: and the Society having seriously taken into 
their consideration the great abuses and inconveniences that 
may aiise whilst such an Act is in force in the Government 
of South Carolina; resolved that this Society will put a stop 
to the oending any Ministers under the direction and Allow- 
ance of this (corporation into those parts till they are fully 
satisfied that the arwve mentioned Clauses in the aforesaid 
Act are or shall be rescinded, and that the matter be put 
into an ecclesiastical Method. 

[May 17, 1700, paragraph 18.] 

The Secretary reported that he had received a Memorial from 
Mf Samuel Thomas and several letters since the last Meet- 
ing. Agreed that they i>e referr'd to tho Committee to be 
considered and reported at the next Meeting of the Society. 
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[June 21, 170*), paragraph 10. J 

Also that, having read a Memorial of Mf Ham'. Thomas 
containing an answer to the charge against him by Mf Mars- 
ton Minister of Charles Town in South Carolina, in a late 
printed Pamphlet, it was their opinion tliat there are several 
particulars in the said Memorial worthy the notice of the 
Society. And also having read a letter from Mf Stevens of 
South Carolina relating to the affairs of the said Mf Thomas 
there they had agreed that botli the said Memorial and let- 
ter should be laid before the Society. The said Memorial 
and letter being very long, Ordered that the Secretary do 
prepare an abstract of the same against the next Meeting, 
and in the meantime lay the originals before his Grace the 
Lord Archbishop. 

[July 10, 1706, paragrapli 8.] 

The Secretary produced an abstract of Mf Stevens' letter &c. 
and of Mf Thomas' Memorial, whicii were read, Ordered 
that the Secretary do send a copy of the said Memorial 
to Mf Marston Minister of Charles Town in South Carolina. 

[April 3, 1707, paragraph 6.] 

The consideration of the report of the Comittee made at the 
last Meeting relating to Carolina being resumed, two letters 
were read from Sir Nathaniel Johnson and the Council to 
the Society dated Ifjt'f Sepff and l^^}" December 1706. 
signifying their thanks for the Missionaries lately sent over 
and that they had repealed the Church Act &e and had raised 
the Establishment of their Ministers fiom iifty to one hun- 
dred pounds '^ ann : and that they wanted four more minis- 
ters and that thev had writ to D'' Brav to desire him to ac- 
cept the living of Charles Town Also another from 
Mf Robert Stevens to the Society dated from Goosecreek 
21. Feb: 1705/6. also another from Df le Jau to the Secre- 
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tary dated 2. Dec: 1 706^ from S^ Jaines Gooseereek in S. 
Carolina, giving an account of Ins arrival there, of the death 
of Ml Samuel Thomas of the sickness of Ml D\m, of an 
invasion and defeat of the Spaniards of the great civilities 
shewn to the Missionaries by the people of the Country, of 
the goodness of the s^ Country and also the Copy of an Act 
to repeal several Acts therein mentioned, also another Act 
entitled An Act for establishing tiie Church of England and 
for a maintenance for ministers <fec. were severally read, 
agreed that the consideration of the above mentioned letters 
and Acts be adjourned to a fuller meeting. 

[testimonials.] 

[1702.6 -j 

We whose names are hereunder written, being requested to 
deliver our sentiments of Samuell Thomas of Ballydon near 
Sudbury do most willingly declare we esteem him to be a 
person of eminent piety such his conversation spake him to 
be whilst resident amongst us, both when in his single 
capacity and in his married state, and that for diverse years; 
he now (as we suppose) making near approaches to thirty 
And be gave proof of hm great knowledge in the things of 
God, and mysteries of the Kingdom in frequent Conferences 
in the Religious Society and so farr as we could discern, he 
behaved himself very prudently, and with great zeal for the 
promoting the interest of Holyness, and did exceedingly in 
his place farther the (rospel reception and advance, and that 
by his life, his serious advice and pressing persuasions By 
which means he drew many to attend upou the preaching of 
the word and to frequent the Sacrament and did shew him- 
self alway to be of a meek disposition and an entire lover of 

5 Pee Vol. IV., p. 28n, note 5, 

«Seeextract from journal of the Society F. P.(i. F. P. for June 
19, 1702, ante, p. 21. 
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tlic King, and thoroughly conformable to Ecclesiastical Con- 
Htitutions and the doctrine of our Church, and whom we con- 
ceive may l)e very instrumental for tlie converting and build- 
ing up of souls through a divine assistance and blessing for 
which we heartily pray. 

Nath: Burrell of Glemaford, Rect. 

Ew. Thomas Cnr: of Denhara 

Saml Farr Vic"" of Stone Markett. 

W^:'Borkitt Vic^ of Dedham. [No. XVII.] 

[1705.^ 

Mf Samuel Thomas his Testimonials from Carolina. 

South Carolina 

By the right Hon?*!® Sir Nathaniel Johnson Kn? , 
Governor of South & North Carolina; and by the 
HonV'p Members of the Council. 
These are to certify nnto all persons that the Bearer hereof 
the Eev. Mf Samuel Thomas for ."ome years past hath been 
one of the Ministers of the Church of England in South Caro- 
lina and that during his residence here he hath lived a re- 
ligions and virtuous life, & by his diligent and constant 
preaching hath done much good in this Province, and hath 
now the leave and consent of the Governor and Council of 
this Province to go to England, in order to settle his own 
affairs there and then to return again with his family to this 
Province to exercise his ministerial Function here, and is also 
further empowered and desired by the said Governor, Council 
and Parliament to make choice of five such persons as he shall 
think fitt, learned, pious and laborious Ministers of the Church 
of England to officiate in the vacant Parishes, pursuant to a 
late Act of Parliament for the encouragement of the Public 
Worship of God according to the Church of England in this 
Province, and in the behalf of the s-aid Governor and Council 

" See extract from journal of the Society F. P. G. F. P. for September 
21, nod;ant€,p. 34. 
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i'3commend such Persons as lie shall so make choice of to the 
liight IIoiil'''' and Eight llev: Father in God Henry Lord 
Bishop of London for his Ldp' s approbation. In testimony 
of tlic truth of the above written we have hereunto set our 
hands and the pnblick Seal of this Province this 21?' day of 
April in the fourth year of ihe reign of our Sovereign Lady 
Anne by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, France 
and Ireland Queen Defender of the Faith ikc and in the 
year of Oar Lord one thousand seven hundred and five. 

N. Johnson. 
Ja: Moore 
Tho. Broughton 
Nicholas Trott. [No. 

LXVIIL] 

[Accotrirr of the ohuech in south Carolina.] 

A memorial relating to the State of the Church of England 
in the Province of South Carolina, offered humbly to the 
consideration of the Hon''?« Society for Propagating the Gos- 
pel in Foreign Parts. * 
By their humble and faithful Missionary 

Sam\ Thomas. 

The first and chief Pansh in South Carolina is Charles Town 
which is a large Parish and hath a very honourable mainte- 
nance for the Minister, but it lieing at present under the pas- 
toral care of Mf Marston who hath been there for live years, 
1 forbear to say anytliing of its inhabitants or their senti- 
ments, as to religion. 

The next Parish to Charles Town is Goose Creek, one of the 
most populous of our Country Parishos containing (as near 
as I can guess) about 120 familys in which Parish live many 
persons of considerar»le note for figure and Estate in the 

8 See extracts from journal of the Socifcty P. P. <i. F. P- for Dec. 21, 
1705, and January 18, 170(i, ante, pp. 25 and 26. 
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Country, many of wliicK are concerned in the Government 
as Members of tlie Council and Assembly, most of these In- 
habitants are of the profession of the Church of England, 
excepting about five familys of French Protestants wiio are 
Calvinists and 3. Familys of Presbyterians and two Anabap- 
tists. 

Here is a small Church for some years erected by some few 
of the Chief Inhabitants in which they had divine service 
and sermons & sacraments as often as they could procure a 
Minister to officiate. I officiated there constantly once a 
qnarter at which times I always administered the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, the number of Communi- 
cants were about 30. of which one was a Christian Negro 
man. 

The Church of Gooeecreek was very well frequented as often 
as any of our Ministers officiated there. The number of 
Heathen Slaves in this Parish I suppose to be about 200. 
twenty of which I observe to come constantly to charcb, and 
these and several others of them well understand the English 
tongue and can read. 

The next Parish to Goose Creek is that upon the western 
branch of Cooper River, in this Parish tliere are two gen- 
eral Settlemt^nts, one called by the name of Watboe and the 
other called Wampee; this parish contains about seaventy 
families, there was no church in this Parish during my stay 
in Carolina, but there is a church now building in this and 
every other Parish by order of the Government, who have 
by an Act of Assembly appropriated several sums for this 
end. In this Parish I officiated one Lord's day in the month 
& one week day in the month, in some of the Planters houses 
or in the summer under some green tree in some airy place 
made convenient for Minister and people. 
There arc in this Parish about forty families of the profes- 
sion of the Church of England, and 30. Families who dissent 
from the Cliurch, these are more generally Anabaptists, and 
they have a preacher of that sort among them, one Lord's 
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day in three; my congreiration here eoii<isteil of ahoiit JO. 
persons aiui sometimes near I no. tlie Dissenters f'rc(iuently 
making a very considerable part thereof, they eoniing to. onr 
Chnrclies wlicsi their own ALinisters did not preaeh. The 
number of eommunicaiits with the ehurcii of England were 
20. the number of heathen slaves in this Parish are about 180. 
three oidy of w'^^ are christians. The next Parish to this is 
situated n])on the eastern ijraneli of Cooper river which Par- 
ish I by ordei- of the Hon^^** Governor had the care of and 
did constantly officiate in 3. Lord's days in 4 throughout the 
year and two week days in a month, the number of Inhabit- 
ants in this Parish are about 100. families SO. of wliicJi are 
of the profession of the Church of England & about 20. Dis- 
senters from the Church, 17. of which Presbyterians, 2. 
Anai)aptists, and 1. (Quaker. 

The number of those who attended constantly npon the Lord's 
day service were generally 100. and upon those days on 
which the Lord's Supper was administered 140. The num- 
ber of Comunicants in this Parish 45, the number of hea- 
then slaves 200. of which 20. have i)y my encouragement 
learned to read and 1 hope by God's grace will with many 
others i>e fitted for Baptism and the Lord's Supper npon 
my return. Here i-, one church already erected (since ray 
arrival) by ihe peculiar direction and religious care of Sir 
Nathaniel Johnson and at the charge of the Parish. The 
next Parish to this is situated upon a river called Waudoe, 
and contains about 100. families, 60. of which are ol the 
profession of the Church of England and about 40. Dissent- 
ers from the Church which arc Presi)yterians; here has ijcen 
a small church for sometime erected, but the People has 
never had a constant Minister, The congregation when there 
is a Minister to officiate consists of about 70. The Lord's 
Supper has never been adtriinistered: the number of slaves 
may be about 100. not one of thenr. Christian or preparing 
for it. 
The next Parisli to this is situated upon Ashly river and con- 
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tains about 100. families, in this Parish there never hath been 
a Minister settled, so that at present but few of the People 
are in the interest of the Church of England ; here are in 
this Parish many Presbyterians and Anabaptists, and but 
about 30. families of the profession of the (Jhnrch of Eng- 
land. Here has i)een DO church nor has the Lord's Supper 
ever been administered here: the number of slaves may be 
about 150. but one of them a Christian which I instructed 
and baptized. 

The last Parish in Carolina is situated upon a river called 
Scouo, it is very large and extensive being the only Parish 
in that County, which we call Colleton County, in the South- 
ern parts of this Parish are settled about 60. families of Dis- 
senters, Presbyterians and Anabaptists, but in the northern 
part thereof near Charles Town are about 40. families who 
profess themselves of the Church of England, here is no 
(/hureh nor Minister, the Lord's Supper hath never been ad- 
ministered here: In this Parish are abont 150. slaves not 
any of them Christians. 

I crave leave further to acquaint this Hon''.'® Society that the 
Province of S. Carolina is but very lately divided into Par- 
ishes by Act of Assembly procured by the religious care of 
our present excellent Governor Sir Nathaniel Johnson, and 
that it is entirely owing to him and the present Members of 
the Council and Assembly that there are any salaries settled 
upon Ministers of the Church of England, for there being so 
many Dissenters in the Province (many of which liave always 
been in the Government) it was a. work of no small difficulty 
to get an Act to pass in favour of the Church of England 
clergy, especially for their having a publick salary, which 
those who dissent from us violently oppose in those parts of 
the world. 

The present Government of South Carolina hath given us a 
very high instance of their zeal and affection for the Church 
of England as by law established, in what they have at 
present done for the encouragement of the publick worship 
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of (lod according to our most excellent Church, for the 
present war liavin": oblif^ed us to be at very great charges in 
fortifying our Town, and in [)roviding Stores of ammunition 
to prevent our being surprized hy the enemy, these with some 
other occasional charges had so emptyed the Treasury that it 
was indeed a work of almost insuperable difficulty to get a 
fund appropriated to the Service of the Church. 
South Carolina is but an infant Colony, and their Treasury 
at best but small out of which they have at present appro- 
priated £2000. to the service of the Church for the building 
six churches, and as many parsonage houses, and buying 
Glybeland, so that for every particular Parish, the Publick 
disburse i;333. and ,£50. annually for all the .six Parishes, 
which considering the present circumstances is very extra- 
ordinary, and perhaps such instances of zeal can hardly be 
paralled in those parts of the world. 

I now beg leave to offer some brief remarks upon this ac- 
count of the state of the Church in South Carolina to the 
consideration of this honorable Society. 

First, By this account it is sadly evident how destitute our 
Brethren of the Church of England in South Carolina are of 
spiritual guides and Publick Ordinances, and in how much 
danger .they are of famishing in grace for want of the word 
and sacraments, or to be led aside to error while destitute of 
the public ministry to confirm them in the truth, for as cir- 
cumstances are at present in this our Province not one person 
in 20. among those who profess themselves of the Church of 
England can have ordinarily, the benefit of the word and sac- 
raments from a church of England minister, the Dissenters 
have at present 4 ministers among thein besides one Anabap- 
tist Preacher lately gone in to Carolina from Biddiford in 
the West of England, and I am informed that 3. or 4. more 
dissenting Ministers are going for Carolina in the Springs, all 
which (I humbly conceive) makes it very needful that our 
church of England memi)ors be provided with pious and 
painful divines such as will live exemplarily and preach prac- 
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tically and constantly, and eatechi^e frequently that so their 
people may not he tempted to put themselves under tlie con- 
duct of those who differ from us, as u*e have great reason to 
believe they will if they see themselves neglected. 
I further i-emark to this lloti!'^'' Society tliat altho' the Pro- 
vince of Carolina hath done very ranch for the encourage- 
ment of Church of England Ministers (considering their 
present circumstances} yet is the provision which they liavo 
made but mean in itselfe, and such as will scarce support a 
Minister and his family if there, much less will it be any 
motive to clergymen to leave England and to submit to the 
fatigues of a long and hazardous voyage while they are in any 
tollerable circumstances here in England, for the salary 
which iho Country aHowsis but £50. f) annum in Carolina 
money which makes but about £33. sterling and the Parishes 
not being ])()pnlous their perquisites will not amount to any- 
thing considerable. It is therefore humbly i)egged that this 
venerable Society would out of their most Christian charity 
and noble bounty think of making some augmentations to 
these saiarys or of continuing an annual assistance to these 
Ministers which they in their great wisdom & goodness 
shall think most fit and I cannot but inform this hon]*'» 
Eoard that the Government of Carolina hath assured me 
that as soon as it is possible to be done and their circum- 
stances will admit, they will themselves by an additional Act 
make such further provision as shall capacitate their clergy to 
live comfortably without any assistance from England, I have 
t)efore observed that the Government of Carolina has been 
at great pains and cost in building houses for their Ministers 
and in setting out Glebes in every parish, I therefore humbly 
propose to this IIo"''!'' Society that if they would think fit 
to advance any sums to stock th(3 same Glebes with negros 
(which might be a stock unalienable) it would save the So- 
ciety much money in allowing Pensions to their Missionarys 
and would be a very considerable augmentation to the value 
of their living, it is certain tlie j)refent inaintt nance (tho' 
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very liberal coiiRidering the circumstances of the Province) is 
not sufficient to encourage anj' person to settle there with a 
Family. 1 further remark to this Hon''!® Society who I well 
know delight in doing good and will rejoice to liear that the 
Church and King<lom of Christ are enlarged that from the 
account that liath been given there seems to be a prospect of 
bringing many of the Indian and Negroe slaves to the know- 
ledge and practice of Christianity, I have here presumed to 
give an account of 1000. slaves belonging to our English in 
Carolina, many of which are well affected to Christianity eo 
far as they know of it, and are desirous of Christian know- 
ledge and seem to be willing to prepare themselves for it in 
learning to road for w^iiich they redeem time from their la- 
bour, many of them can read in the Bible distinctly and 
great numbers of them were learning when I left the Prov- 
ince, and that which I have often reflecled upon with pleas- 
sure is, that among many of our ignorant slaves there is a 
great freedom from immorality, so that in some Piantations 
of fifty or sixty slaves we find not a drunkard, nor a profane 
swearer among them, which aversion to vice, I hope may be 
some preparation for Christian virtues, when they shall 
know their duty and obligations thereunto and the means of 
attaining them, now if every one of these Parishes be so 
happy as to have a prudent, pious and zealous minister set- 
tled in it, they might very easily redeem time from their 
fetudys for the instruction of these poor slaves and I verily 
believe and hope by God's blessing many of these might be 
brought into the folds of Christ, were we so happy as to have 
men of true piety, zeal and prudence sent upon this evangeli- 
cal design. There is but one remark more which I shall 
trouble this ven^f® Body with, and that is the different tem- 
per whicli a Minister in the Province of Carolina will find in 
the peoplo belonging ro his charge, for here in every Pai-ish 
are many professing Christianity and many heathens, among 
our English inhabitants are many of considerable learning, 
good judgment and acutft parts, and many very ignorant and 
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meaii in their attaimnents, again tliere are sonic- truly re- 
ligious and conseientions and others liaters of religion and 
practical Godliness: jet further there are some who are 
heartily in the interest of the Church of England, and un- 
derstand and approve its constitutions, and there arc others 
who are not positively determined as to their choice who 
have not actually put themselves under the Conduct of either 
our ]\[inisters or of those who dilfer from us, and there are 
lastly more than a few that do dissent from us and join in 
comunion with the Presbyterians, Indejiendants and Ana- 
baptists of all which there are considerable numbers in the 
Country, and this I humbly remark to this ven^.'^ Society 
that liereby they may be the more sensible of the necessity 
there is of their Missionarys being duly qualified to treat with 
all possible advantage with Persors of this differing temper 
and profession. I humbly say that I found by experience 
that by a diligent application in the dutys of my Function, and 
with the blessing of God upon ray endeavours, the labours 
of my ministry have been effectual upon those under my 
charge. I count it no small happyness that I have been en- 
gaged in this Christian .employment under the encourage- 
ment of this Venule Society and I now return to offer not 
only my own thanks for their generous allowance but also 
the thanks of the whole Province who are very sensible of 
the obligations they owe to this honl*'® Society and indeed 
daring the whole time of my Mission I have had such fre- 
quent and blessed opportunities of doing good and such reai 
love and respect from my People that I purpose with all speed 
to return thither with my wife and children, and tho' the 
maintenance already settled be but small for the provision 
of a family, and the transporting my family will bo a very 
great charge and burthen, yet I doubt not iuit God's Provi- 
dence will support me comfortably, and I humbly recom- 
mend my present circumstances to the consideration of this 
truly hon*'.'" and charitable Society not presuming to make 
any particular request after they have; so liberally encouraged 
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my past services, but with hearty prayers for all possible 
success to tlieir most noble and christian pains, 1 subscribe 
myself wilh pr<»found respect and gratitude their faithful 
and humble Missionary 

Samuel Thomas. 
P. S. There is one thing more which I .think it my duty 
to observe to this IIoii^'^ Society and it is a relation 1 re- 
ceived from a Master of a ship belonging to N. England 
who acquainted me that the last year, there went out Bat- 
chelors of Arts near 20. young men from their college, all 
or most of whom he assured me would gladly have accepted 
episcopal Ordination if we had been so happy as to 
have had a Bishop in America from whom they might have 
received it, but being discouraged at the trouble and charge 
of coming for England^ tliey accepted of authoritys from 
the Dissenting Ministers and are all dispersed in that way. 
[No. LXXIV.] 

[MR. Thomas's bkmonstuance.] 

Mf Samuel Thomas's Bemonstrance in justification of him- 
self. 

To the Honorable Society for Propagating the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts. ^ 

The humble Eeproscutation of Samuel Thomas their diligent 
and faithfull Missionary, containing a jutt vindication of 
himself from the false Calunmys of M^. Edward Marston 
Minister of Charles Town in South Carolina with a true 
character of the said Mf Marston, honestly designed to pre- 
vent the venerable Societys being imposed upon by his mis- 
representations. 
May it please this Hon'l^® Society 

With all due respect and humble submission to this 
Ven^j^ Body I i)eg leave to make my just defence against 

s See extracts from journal of tbe Society F. P. G. F. P. for May 

17, 1700, and Jane 21, 1706, ante pp. 28 and 29. 
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the unjust and false charges brought against rae by Mf Ed- 
ward Marston Minister (if Charles Town in South Carolina 
in a late printed letter of Ins, 1 have not seen or read the 
said letter, but the substance of those particulars which con- 
cern myself were read by the most reverend President in 
the Vestry at S' Lawrence the last time you convened there, 
and are as followetli. 

1. That I did not settle among the Yamonsee- Indians ac- 
.. cording to your design in sending me. 

2. That I removed Mf Kendal who he intimates upon my 
.. arrival and proceedings became distracted. 

3. He would insinuate that my ignorance of the Canons and 
Constitutions of the Church of England and want of cour- 
age to nnirove vicH. were thf thinrrts which most recom- 
mended me to the favour of the Government. 

I beg leave to make the following answer 
First, as to my not going among the Yamonsee Indians, I 
acknowledge that the circumstances of these poor was men- 
tioned to me by my Lord of London and Dl Bray before I 
left this Kingdom, they were represented as a sort of civil- 
ized Indians well disposed for the reception of Christianity, 
and I must confess that I thought the design of bringing 
poor dark heathens to the Knowledge of Christ and his holy 
religion by w"]* they may attain eternal salvation, did appear 
to me so highly acceptable to Almighty God, that I was very 
glad of and much affected with my mission and did design 
to purbue it with great vigor and an humble dependance 
upon Almighty God for His assistance and blessing. 

By the great Providence of God I arrived safe in the 
Province of South Carolina, upon the day of our Blessed 
Lord's nativityAnno Dm. 17.02. at which time war being 
proclaimed witli France and Spain I found these very In- 
dians in conjunction with our Carolina b orces gone upon an 
Expedition to S' Augustin a Spanish Fort in Florida about 
300. miles from our English Settlements in South Carolina, 
they did indeed in a short time after my arrival return from 
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this Expedition^ but they being settled upon our Frontiers 
between us and the Spanish Indians, having been engaged in 
a state of war ever since nothing being more common than 
their and the Sjjaaish Indians making frequent incursions 
upon each other in the Night, that all Persons who knew 
these Indians assured me that they had neither leisure or dis- 
positions to attend to Christian Instructions, and that a Mis- 
sionary could not in this time of war reside among them 
without tlie utmost hazard of his life, it being common for 
the Spanish Indians to steal upon them in the night and kill 
some and take others Prisoners, and these Prisoners are some 
of them burnt alive and others sold to the Spaniards for 
slaves; this was one great discouragement to my settlement 
among them during this war. 

Secondly that the Indians understood not the English tongue, 
that their language is barbarous, savage and extream diffi- 
cult to attain, there being no grammar or rules for the learn- 
ing that particular Indian tongue, so that it would probably 
take up one year at least to attain any tollerable knowledge 
thereof, and then even when one has attained to a perfection 
therein, yet is this language utterly void of such terms as we 
express the most necessary truths of Christian religion in, 
they have no word for God or Heaven, or Kingdom for a 
Mediator or for his death and satisfaction, and many other 
things of greatest importance in Christian Religion, and this 
I was fully convinced of by a Translation of the Lords 
Prayer into that language which was performed by a gentle- 
man who had long traded among them and was a compleat 
master of their tongue, where insted of Our Father which 
art in heaven, the best sense that he could make of it in 
their words was, Our Father which art a top, and instead of 
Thy Kingdom come, he traulates thy great Town come, 
which I conceive are very improper expressions to convey 
to them the genuine sense of this most divine prayer, the 
great improbability of any snccess upon this account also was 
another discouragement to my settling among them. 
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Thirdly I did not .~ettle amniig tlie liidi;iiis because I found 
as great imnii)ers ot" Heathens who .■>t(nxl in eijiial need of 
Christian Inptruction and were iinieli more capable of re- 
ceiving it than these Indians, I mean tlie Xearoe and In- 
dian Shaves in our Parishes. 

The several Nations of Indians in Carolina are generally 
small, most of them not consisting of more than fifty, the 
Vamonsea Indians are indeed more numerous there being, as 
I am informed near 200. of thctu. Admit then that a Mis- 
sionary were qualified to converse with them in their own 
tongue, yet would he after all bis pains be capacitated to 
treat with but one Nation of Indians, and if that one Nation 
will not hearken to Instruction (as we have just r«ason to 
fear) then is all his labour in attaining their tongue lost, for 
every Nation of Indians has a different dialect and that so 
independant on each other that the being a perfect master 
of one Indian Tongue is not the least advantage toward the 
knowledge of another, so that suppose I had denyed myself 
the comforts of my life as a Christian, the benefits I mean of 
God's Ordinances publickly dispensed, and had hazarded 
my life and health by living among these poor Savages, and 
in one years time had made niyself perfect master of their 
Tongue, after all I should have been capacitated to treat 
with one Nation of Indians only, and yet as I observed before 
have been at a very great loss for words to have expressed 
things of highest concern. Whereas there are in the Pro- 
vince of South Carolina somewhat more than one thousand 
slaves, eight hundred of which can speak English tollerably 
well, and are capable of Christian Instruction, many of 'em 
are desirous of Christian knowledge, great numbers of these 
can come to the places of our Publick Worship, and as I have 
formerly acquainted this Ycnl>'» J^odj, there is a probability 
of enlarging the Church and Kingdom of our dear Lord very 
considerably by bringing these heat,lien.s to the faith, whenever 
we shall be so happy as to have our Parishes supplied by 
men of true piet)' and zeal, who will witii great diligence 
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and an hiimhle (lepeiulaneo upon Aliriighty (iod set about it. 
Of those lieatlien Slaves i liad i/i tljc; J'arisli of wliicli I was 
Minister at 200. a number greatei- than that of the Yamon- 
sea Indians and I liad a mneli fairer pro.spect of doing good 
among them than among tlie India"s. If it be asked what 
service I have done among these Heatlicn Slaves, I answer, 
I prevailed with several of them to cease their ordinary woik 
upon the Lord's day, a thing very coniTnon among them be- 
fore my time, I persuaded them to put them selves under 
the means of Publick Christian Instruction, many of them 
by my encourageral' have learned to read, I informed seve- 
ral of them in their duty to God and to one another, and I 
found they made conscience of practising accordingly, some 
few of them by my iiistructions became desirious of baptism 
and by God's blessing upon my endeavours tit subjects of 
that Holy Institution, accordingly I admitted them into the 
Church thereby, and that I did not much more for them in 
which I might have been like to have had success was not for 
want of a will but for want of leisure and opportunity being 
obliged to such frequent exercises of the dntys of my Func- 
tion among our English Settlers as I shall show more fully in 
my next particular; this then is the third reason which I 
offer for the satisfaction of this Ilon^ie Jiody why I did not 
go among the Yamousea Indians, because I found a greater 
number of poor heathens in the Parisli where the Providence 
of God directed my residence who were m.orc capable of re- 
ceiving Instruction than the Indians, and more like to be 
influenced by it. Certainly all endeavours of propagating 
Christian religion among Heathens are very laudable in the 
sight of God and good men. but 1 beg the freedom to say 
that I am well assured that any impartial man who knoweth 
our American Plantations, must and will say, that it is as great 
a charity and much more practicable to propagate Christi- 
anity among our poor slaves in our own Plantations as 
among the wild Indians in the woods, and will further con- 
elude with me tliat if Missionarv;; be sent to seek Indians in 
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tlse Woods and oiir pour slaves he iiea-lectcd at lionie, as 
ihev have been for time past, then tlie fairest prospect of 
promoting Christian Knowledge is neglected, and that pur- 
sued whicli is attended with insuperable difficulties and the 
highest improbabilities, I further add that I verily believe 
this Honor^'® Society will find by experience that those Mis- 
sionarys which they send among and confine to the Indians 
will but lose time and receive their salarys for no service. 
Fourthly, the last reason which I humbly offer to your con- 
sideration for my not pursuing my Mission to the Indians is 
the great and pressing necessitys of many of our poor Chris- 
tian Brethren in that Province who were in a spiritual sense 
almost famished for want of the word & Sacraments. 
Soon after my arrival in the Province of South Carolina 1 
went to wait upon our Governor Sir Nathaniel Johnson, who 
after he had informed me of the impossibility of fulfilling 
my. Mission as it related to the Indians for the reasons first 
mentioned, with very great kindness invited my residence at 
his house to officiate duly as Chaplain and to read Prayers, 
preach and administer the Holy Sacrament to his Neigh- 
bours upon the Lord's day, who stood in very great need of 
Ministerial Instruction; Sf Nathaniel lives at the head of 
Cooper River, a river the Itest settled of any in the Country, 
and from his dwelling down so far as Charles Town which 
is near sixty miles in length are some hundreds of Eng- 
lish settled, a.nd here was no Minister beside myself: 1 
found the first time 1 preached amongst them tliat my poor 
labours were very acceptable to them, and did excite in them 
a vehement thirst after God's Ordinances ministerially dis- 
penped These People had never enjoyed a uettied 
Minister, the Lord's Supper had not once been 
administered to them (many yf their children were un- 
baptized, a great number of people for want of spiritual 
guides were gone over to tiie Anabaptists and to other Sec- 
taries and which is yet worse many of 'em had almost laid 
aside the profession of religion and forgot iJiat they were 
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Cliri.stians by iiaino, the Lord's day wap alrnoft iiiiiversally 
profaned, and many scandalous irregularities abounded, 
Children were brought up in the grossest ignorance for want 
of catecliizing, in a word the people who were born of Chris- 
tian parents, i)eing in such a wildornef-s and so destitute of 
spiritual guides, and all the means of Grace were making 
near approaches to that heathenism which is to be found 
among Negroes and Indians; in this deplorable state I found 
many in this poor Province, but finding tliem desirous of my 
poor assistance, and there being no other Minister in the 
Province from whom they could have help 1 did conclude it 
my duty to continue among them and I am very well assured 
this Hon*'/" Society would have concluded so too, had they 
been eye witnesses of their misery as I myself was. 
I doubt not but you will grant that to prevent the growth of 
impiety & heathenism among Christians, is a service by 
which Almighty God is as highly honored as by propagating 
Christianity among heathens themselves, pious and serious 
persons in tlie Province did expressly declare to myself and 
others upon all proper occasions that I certainly did that 
which most redoun'd to the honour of Almighty God the 
true interest of religion, and they thought to the satisfaction 
of my Superiors too, by staying among the poor distressed 
English who knew how to prize and improve my ministerial 
labours. 

If it be asked how I employed my time and what service I 
did among these English I answer I bless God His grace 
enabled me to show myself a diligent and faithful Missionary 
among them. The parish was large and I was obliged to 
preach to three congregations so that I could be with each 
congregation but one Lord's day in three, and finding that 
the people stood in need of more constant instruction I 
preached a lecture on the week day to that Congregation from 
whom I had been absent u]ion the Lord's day, so that I had 
three sermons to preach every week on the Lord's day I read 
morning & evening service and preached both parts of the 
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(lay and catechized and oxplained the Oateehisni evorv Lord's 
day all the sumi^ier fteaM>ii, there being i>ut tew Ministers iu 
the Province whenever I came into tlioso parts wlncli were 
wholly destitute. I called tojiether as tnany of the neia;h- 
buurs as I could and reail to theui divine service and 
preached, instructing them in some necessary duty and ex- 
citing them to proper christian practices; my time was 
wholly employed in the dutys of my Function, in visiting the 
well and the sick, in insstructing the ignorant, in baptizing 
cliildren and in ])reparing for my Lord's days performances- 
I bless God I was not altogether unsuccessful in my en- 
deavours for I prevail' d with the greatest part of the people 
to a religious care in sanctifying the Lord's day which be- 
fore my coming among thera were more generally profaned 
many of 'em did by my direction and encouragement set up 
the worship of God in their own families to which duty they 
had been perfect strangers. The Lord's Supper had not 
been administered here before my time, and after I liad 
taken much pains upon my first coming among them to in- 
form thera of the nature of tiiis Holy Ordinance and their 
obligations to participate of it I could procure only five to 
communicate with me which by God's blessing did after- 
wards increase to the number of forty live, 1 bless God I 
saw a visible abatement of immorality and profaneness in 
the Parish and more general prevailing sense of religion than 
had been before known, 1 got a scliool erected in ray Par- 
ish for the education of youth and maintained five poor cliil- 
dren there upon charity and had procured a fund to pay for 
their learning for one whole year when 1 left the Province. 
These and many other things of ]>ublick usefulness did Al- 
mighty God make me the happy instrument of; 1 had in 
modesty forborn to mention these particulars had I not been 
constrained i>y the unjust and false representations which 
were given of me by M!' Marston to give this account of my 
Proceedings and their success, thus I have given this 
Veil''''* Society a satisfact(jry accormt (f hope) of the reasons 
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of my not going among the Yamonsea Indians, & also how I 
<Ji<] employ my time wliilo 1 continued their Missionary in 
Carolina, upon the wliolc I hope this lion''.'' Body will see 
tiiat there is some reason as I am sure there is much truth 
and sincerity in all that 1 have said, I hope tliis hon''}® So- 
ciety will give their Missionarys a v^ery strict charge to la- 
bour with great diligence in the conversion of the Indian and 
Negroe slaves in their respective Parishes, which is a thing 
very practicable & I doubt not but by God's blessing they 
may be very successful thereiii, and it is this hope together 
with a just respect to tiiose of our poor Brethren who are in 
that wilderness scattered as sheep without a shepherd that 
encourages my return to them with great chearfulness. 
It is indeed much to be lamented that the generality of our 
Planters are no great friends to the design of giving their 
slaves Christian instructions but it may be in the power of a 
minister to gain their consent by proper arid prudent appli- 
cations to them. 

And here I cannot but intimate to this hon*!'® Society that 
those two persons Captain Nairn and Mf Steevens who pre- 
tend to a great zeal for propagating Christianity among the 
Yamonsea Indians, have not evinced the least Christian con- 
cern for their own ignorant slaves at home, of which they 
have many residing in their houses and so migut with much 
ease be insti-ucted. but I am very well assured M^ Steevens 
has not done the least this way, nor did I ever hear that 
Captain Nairn hath, so that the Society has the lebs reason 
to credit their complaints who are so backward in that them- 
selves which they would have another attempt, tho' attended 
with the greatest difficultys and the highest im probability s, 
so much for answer to the first charge. 
2. He saith I removed Mf Kendal &c. 

For Mf Kendal I found him minister of that Parish 
which is situated upon the western i)]anch of Cooper river, 
his character with all sober people thro'ont the Province was 
very mean, but he being now dead I am willing to be silent 
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a:J tij all further accoiitit of his behaviour. The <^eiieral re- 
port ill Carolina wat* that ]Mf Kendal liad formerly been dis- 
traetetl in Bermudas, of which I do nut pretend to give any 
positive j)roof, for I never thought myself otherwise con- 
cerned in his distraction than as a Christian to pitty him and 
pray for the restoracon of his reason, liad I once imagined 
that any one would have had malice euongh to have charged 
me with being the canse of his distraction which was never 
done before 1 should have unqnired more particularly into 
his former temper: its the height of falsehood and injustice 
in Mr !Marston to say that I removed him or contributed any- 
thing designedly thereunto, for I do assure tliis hon''.''' Society 
and will engage to give them the best authority for what I 
say that the Country can produce, upon my return, if they 
require it, that I never came in Mf Kendal's Parish to preach 
or to visit his people or to perform any duty of my Function 
among them daring his continuance with them: and why 
Mf Kendal should be the least disturbed tliat one of the 
vacant Parishes which extreamly wanted a IMinister should 
have a supply by -my labours is not easy to imagine. I 
think any good man should have rather rejoyced that the 
peoples spiritual necessities were supplyed, and that they now 
enjoyed what they long wanted Ministerial instruction and 
God's holy ordinances publickly dispensed. 
Mf Kendal was indeed distracted sometime after my ariival 
and his distraction continned for al)out 3. weeks, after which 
he recovered the use of his reason and declared to his friends 
his inclinations of returning again to Berrandas, whereupon 
application was made to the chief Inhaliitants of the country 
to furnish Mf Kendal with a sufficient snm of money for to 
pay the charges of his voyage, and for his other conve- 
niences, and many of the gentlemen contributed very liber- 
ally, so that I believe he had about forty pounds given him 
grati.s to render his circnnLstances easy an<l satisfactory, least 
the want of money should be any disturiianco to liiin and 
bring upon him again iiis former indisposition, and with this 
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provision he vdlunturiiy went off the Country to Bermndas 
anil afterwarcLs from Jjerinndas for England and was unhap- 
pily cast away in the \Ve8t of England near Falmontli, 
sometime after his removal from Carolina, tlie people which 
he loft made their application to me, entreating my assist- 
ance to preach sometimes among them, to haptize and in- 
struct their children and to administer to them the blessed 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and by the consent of my 
former Parish I had liberty to be with them one Lord's day 
in a month and because I found they stood in need of more 
frequent instruction I erected a lecture among them upon a 
week day once in a month also, but all this was done long 
after Mr Kendal was removed and gone off the Countrey and 
this is the real and true account of my proceedings with 
relation to Mf Kendal. As to what Mf Marston saith of 
the Countrys injustice and unkindness to several other Min- 
isters of the Church of England, they being all gone off the 
Country before my arrival, and I having no personal know- 
ledge of them I think myself not concerned, l>ut there is a 
debt of justice & gratitude which I owe to the People of 
Carolina' and it is this : to affirm that M^^ Marshall the 
widow of that Rev. M^ Marshall sometime of Barking in 
Suffolk, and myself are living testimonies of the civilities 
and kindnesses of the People of Carolina to Ministers of the 
Church of England who demean themselves well and as be- 
comes their sacred Function. 

3. He seems to insinuate that my connivance at vice and 
ignorance in the Canons & Constitutions of the Church of 
England were the things which most recommended me to the 
favour of the Government. As to the first I bless God my 
conscience testifyeth for me that I did not suffer any pub- 
lick vice in any person belonging to my charge, to pass with- 
out a just censure faithfully representing to my people from 
the authority of Holy Scripture the evil and danger of a 
vicious course of life, and whenever I preached (as 1 did 
occasionally) before the Governor and Assembly and before 
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tlio Chief ,Ti]>tife ;ir tiur '.iraiid Se>sioi)> I iiiaiie it my care ro 
reprosoiit to tliem fairly and fully whatever I found to 'he 
their duty a> (.'liristiaiii^. and as persons placed in such sta- 
tions and entrusted with such authoritys, and did without re- 
spect of persons represent in their proper colours whatever 
crimes I knew any of them to be guilty of, with s^reat att'oc- 
tion i)eseeching them, for God's sake, and with a due re- 
spect to the PuhHck, to walk worthy their profession as 
Christians, and their dignity as Magistrates. As to my 
knowledge of the Canons and Constitutions of tl e Church of 
England, iP Marston can be no judge, iiaving never exam- 
ined me, but I dare appeal to him or to any otlier person in the 
wliole Province to accuse me, if they can, of having acted in 
anything contradictory to the Rubrick or Canons of tl)at 
excellent Church of which I am an unworthy Minister, or of 
omitting in the wliole course of my Ministry in that Prov- 
ince anything tliat I am obliged to as a Minister of the 
Church of England as far as it is practicable in that Infant 
Colony, [f it be said that this is only my own Testimony, 1 
do offer this Venerable Board that if what Testimonials I 
have already brought from Carolina be not sufficient for 
their satisfaction, to get upon my return the truth of all that 
1 have written attested by Persons of the most known hon- 
our, probity and reputation of any in the Province. 
1 am I hope as hearty a Petitioner for the grace of liumiJity 
as any man, and as unwilling to say anything of myself which 
may have the least show of vain glory, but 8* Paul ivas com- 
pelled to boast wheti falsely accused: give me leave then 
humbly and thankfully to say that Almighty God was [)leased 
to make me the happy instrument of enlarging His Church 
by bringing many into its Communion, ijy confirming many 
who were wavering, and by reforming some who were ir- 
regular it profane, of all which I could if need required give 
more than a few particular instances: J most heartily desire 
that God may liav(! the glory of all the good that hath jjcen 
done i)y me, to Ilim alone it is due. 
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In the last place I think it is now my duty as circnmstances 
stand to give this ven'''" Society a few ^lints of M"" Marston's 
character and conduct, to prevent their being imposed on by 
him and his false representations to the prejudice of Christ's 
Infant <>hurcli in that Province and to their own dissatisfac- 
tion when matters may be set before them in a just and trne 
light. 

And here I solemnly profess that what I here represent is 
not from any disrespect to his person, I heartily wish well to 
him and his family: and as a Christian I do freely forgive 
the injury he has done me in his printed letter, and none 
should rejoyce more than myself to see his temper and con- 
duct so altered that there might be a happy reconciliation 
between him and his people; it is a very unpleasant task to 
me to give any account of the man and his sence of matter, 
in which I shall be as brief as possibly 1 can, consistent with 
my duty and obligations to this Society and to the Church in 
Carolina. 

]VF Marston is a north Country man, born and lived sometime 
near New Castle as himself saith : he was curate in a Country 
Parish in Northtonshire at the time of our happy revolution 
effected by King William of blessed memory, but Mf Marston 
being a fast triend of King James's refused to take the oath 
and as hiraselfe hath acknowledged to me shewed so great 
a violence against the Government, and so warm a zeal for 
the abdicated King James, as that the civil Magistrate of the 
place was obliged to take notice of him, and he was sometime 
imprisoned for the liberty he had given his tongue in railing 
against the (-irovernment, he continued a Kon juror for man)' 
years and gave sad evidences of his nncliaritableness to those 
Bishops (fc Clergy who had submitted to King AViiliam's au- 
thority, himself told me that he did refuse togo to church after 
he was obliged to leave his cure, he saith he served God as 
acceptably at home. He being much atHicted for the gnilt. 
which he supposed the Xation hud contracted by sulnnitting 
to King William's Government, resolved upon keeping a fast 
from tiesli till sucii time as tlie rightful heir, as he suj^poseil, 
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should reassume the Imperial Crown of England, and this 
fast as he has told me and several others, he kept inviolable 
for seven whole years, but being reduced to some necessities 
he was under great temptations to eat such provisions as he 
could procure contrary to his intentions before either King 
James or the pretended Prince of Wales, returned to Eng- 
land ; this account of himself and his proceedings he has for- 
merly taken great delight in giving myself and several others 
have often heard him boast of this long fast. It so fell out 
that M' Marston being reduced to the greatest necessitys 
imaginable that at last he bethinks himself and takes the oaths 
to King William to whom he had declared himself a very open 
enemy, after this qualilication he comes for Carolina about the 
year 1699. and who could choose but wonder to see so violent 
an opposer of King William's authority swear allegiance to 
him, had he but given any tollerable proofs of his honesty 
and sincerity here in, all good men would have approved liis 
proceedings in this last particular, but insted of that he shevv- 
eth himself the same enemy to the Government after he had 
sworn fidelity to it, that he was before, taking all opportuni- 
ties to cry up the late King James and the Jacobites, whom he 
generally termed the honest men of England, and railing very 
scandalousy against King William, the Bishops and Parlia- 
ment then in being ; this he did so frequently and puVjlickly 
in the ship in which I came for Carolina, that he and some 
other gentlemen on bord who were better friends to the Gov- 
ernment than he, comenced very violent quarrels upon this 
head, which were not reconciled when they came ashore in 
Carolina, insomuch that his constant applauding King James, 
the King of France, the Jacobites and Papists, and his vile 
reflections upon King William and the pious Bishops and 
Clergy of this Kingdom had gained him the general reputa- 
tion on board of being a Roman Catholiek ;|of which he had 
given very shrewd cause of suspicion, by the usefof a crucifix 
and by his justification of the papist custom of crossing them- 
selves, as Mr Heyrn a considerable Planter now in'the Coun- 
try did very commonly re'port of him, and did ever with great 
seriousness say that he saw him use a crucifix in his private 
devotion in his cabbin, this Mf Heyrn is yet living in Carolina 
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and liatli given this account of LMy Marston to myself and to 
f-cvcral otiiers. 

'^J'iiis iVF Marston lias upon all (tc-casioiis sliowed the greatest 
disrespect to those of onr Bishops who were advanced to that 
dignity ])y King William, particularly he lias so indecently 
railed against the late ijishop Kiddar and did express liiinself 
so unchristianly when he heard of his deatli, as is iKjt proper 
to repeat, he joyns with many of his sense in reproaching the 
late most Rev. Archbishop Tillotson, the present right Kev- 
erend Bishop of Salisbury &c. 

Witli some difHculty he got himself erected Minister of 
Charles Town, some short time after his arrival, which was 
because there was not another Minister upon the spot, nor 
any that they knew of like to come in, I shall not entertain 
this hon'''® Society with an account of liis ill conduct in that 
post to the great prejudice of the Chnrcb in that poor Pro- 
vince, only I must not omit leting you know that lie has 
always shewn himself the same disaffected person to the Gov- 
erimient which he was at first and continues in his conversa- 
tion to approve and defend his own and the Jacobites pro- 
ceeding in their non submission to King William's authority, 
his temper has ever been most improper for that part of the 
world where heates and violence & insolence w-ill be as inef- 
fectual as anywhere. 

His frequent practice for many years has been almost every 
Lord's day to preach against the Dissenters whom he treated 
with so much roughness and severitv that they had wholly 
deserted the Church, and were become very great enemys to 
his person and ministry, and were wont to speak of him in 
very indecent terms of disrespect : the Church at Charles 
Town which in M^ Marsiiall's time was well frequented is 
now almost wholly deserted through M^Marston's impru- 
dent conduct, and the Meetings are thronged, and too many 
stay at home, because they will worship God publiekly in 
church only, and cannot come there without being sliamefully 
afEronted 

It will appear indeed very strange that the Dissenters are of 
late become Mf Marston's friends and advocates, a.- for our 
dissenting Brethren, I have as ^reat a value fur men otrictiv 
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conscientious among them as any man has, and many can 
witness for me that I h^ve intreated tiiem witli dne respect 
and tenderness, but in this afifair I must say what all who are 
npon the spot in Carolina cannot bnt discern, it appears that 
they are now friends to Mf Marston against whom they have 
been such known enemys because the supporting liim in his 
place will promote their interest and increase their numbers. 
The trne character of Mf Marston is, that in his judgement 
he is a violent Jacobite and great enemy to the Government 
in Church and State as settled under King William, very 
warm & uncharitable to Protestant dissenters and very fre- 
quent and bitter in his pulpit invectives against them ; very 
imprudent in his conduct by which he has greatly prejudiced 
the Church of England interest in Charles Town, very impe- 
rious in his carriage to all in general and very rude and inso- 
lent in his behaviour to the Government offering such af- 
fronts as authority will by no means bear tho' lodged in the 
hands of men very humble and of a good temper; this 
ven^'j® Body may if they desire it have satisfaction that this is 
a just and true character of Mf Marston from under the 
hands of persons unbyased and of known integrity and repu- 
tation, such as may be depended upon. I know that many 
pious and honorable in that Province who have not thought 
themselves obliged to encourage a man of Mf Marston's prin- 
ciples and practices will be much concerned to think that the 
Province and myself should be so misrepresented as we are in 
this printed letter. I pray God inform Mf Marston's judg- 
men* aright and give him grtvce for the future better to gov- 
ern his turbnlent and imperious temper, that he may do God 
and his church yet some service in Carolina, for if he con- 
tinues what he has been many will conclude that it had been 
better for him and many in that Province if he had never 
come there. 
I am with jjrofound respect and gratitude 

Honor? Gentlemen 
Your humble obedient and 
faithful Missionary 

S. Thomas. [No. LXXIX.] 
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[the queen's liouxxy.] 

Bishop of London to M Treasurer 

~ July 3. 1702 

My Lord 

These three persons M"" Patrick Gordon, Mr John Bar- 
row & M^ Samuel Tliomas, the first for New York the 
second for Connecticut and the third for (Carolina being 
appointed for Her Maj. service to go Chaplains to those re- 
spective places & being forced to depart before they could 
soiicite for the Queen's bounty of £20. each I have procured 
the bearer Mf Chamberlain to lay down the money & 
humbly intreat your Lordship to reimbnrse him upon the 
usuall account My Lord 

Yor LorPs most obedient humble Serv* 

H. London. 
Addressed : To the Right Hon'^'e 

the Lord Godolphin Lord Treasurer 

Endorsed : ii Jn\y n02. Ordered. [P. R. O., Treasury 
Papers, Vol. 80, No. 94.] 



